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He taken a Lo Part in, the 
Tranſlation and Circulation of the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, and having 
lately received ſeveral Letters, in which the 
Senſe of thoſe Writings ſeems to me to be 
miſunderſtood, in Regard to the Expediency 
of the Readers thereof Jeparating,. themſelves 
from all other Communities of profeſſing Chriſ- 
tians, and adopting new Forms and Ceremonies. 
of Worſhip peculiar to themſelves, I feel 
myſelf called upon at this Time to declare to 


you my free Sentiments concerning the, End 
; A 2 and 


(4) 
and Deſign of thoſe Writings, truſting that in 
ſo doing I ſhall not only diſcharge what appears 
to me to be a Duty, but alſo may be inſtru- 
mental in. preventing the Peryerſion, and 
promoting the right Application of heavenly 
Truth and Knowledge. If my Views are 
wrong, I ſhall be happy to have them cor- 
rected in the Spirit of Chriſtian Charity and 
Moderation, that ſo others may be warned 
and preſerved from falling into Error; but if 
they are right, it will be a Satisfaction to me 
to think, that they may lead others alſo to 
think rightly, At all Events I am happy in 
the Perſuaſion that I am addreſſing myſelf to 
thoſe, who will weigh what is ſaid in the 
Balarice of Candour and Impartiality, and who 
will believe me ſincere when I affure them, 
that Jam acluated by no other Motive in this 
Addreſs, than a real um, for the Intereſts 
of 'Fruth. 
It miſt be very PEN to every confiderate 
Perfori, that the Writings in Queſtion, like 
all other even the beſt Things, are liable to 
Miſconſtruction and Perverſion. The Bible 
itfelf, that beſt of Books, hath not efeaped this 
Fatality attending whatſoever is applied to, 
and connected with Man. This is no Argu- 
I ment 
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ment againſt the Truth of thoſe Writings, any 
more than it is an Argument againſt the Truth 
of the ſacred Scriptures: It is only a Reaſon 


why we ſhould be more watchful and zealous 
to prevent ſueh Mifconſtruction and Perverſion, 


both with ourſelves and others. 

A diligent and attentive Perufal of the has. 
logical Works of Baron Swedenborg, during a 
Period of now more than eighteen Years, hath 
ſerved more and more to convince me, that 
they contain immenſe Treafures of hea- 
venly Knowledge; highly deferving the ſerious 
Confideration of Man, as having a Tendeney 


to promote his real Well-being, both in Time 
and in Eternity. 


It ſeems to me impoſſible for any Perſon of 

a pious and candid Mind to look into thofe 
Works, but he muſt be obliged to confeſs that 
the Doctrines they contain are grounded in 
eternal and immutable Truth, being derived 
from the great Fountain thereof the ſacred 
Scriptures, or Word of God, and preſent- 
ing to Mankind fach folid Interpretations, 
Explications and Elucidations of that Divine 
Book, as were never yet unfolded in any former 
Age, neither could have been unfolded in this, 
- but 
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but by a Scribe highly . enlightened, and 
inſtrucled unto the Kingdom of Heaven. 

If it be deemed a ſure Mark and Criterion 
of Truth, to ſuggeſt worthy and juſt Ideas of 
the Divine Being, and his Mode of Operation; 
to aſſert the Divinity of the Chriſtian 
| Redeemer, . and clear away all Doubt and 

Perplexity reſpecting the Union of the Divine 
and Human Natures in his Perſon; to maintain 
the Sanctity and Divinity of the revealed 
Will of God in his written Word, and to ſhow 
wherein that Sanctity and Divinity conſiſt; to 
deduce thence the pureſt and moſt ſublime 
Doctrine for the Regulation of human Life, 
and to enforce Obedience to that Doctrine; to 
point out the Evils and Errors which in former 
Ages have tended to darken the Light of Divine 
Knowledge, and to ſhow how thoſe Evils and 
Errors are to be removed; to make known to 
Man the Dignity and Divinity of his Origin, 
and convince him of the infinite Importance of 
his preſent Life and future Deſtination; to 
unfold to him the internal Principles of his 
own Being, and make it thus clear, as the Sun 
at Noon Day, that he was created for Immor- 
tality, either to be a bleſſed Angel perfected in 
the Love of God, or a miſerable Devil ever 

ſeparated 


EF] 


ſeparated from that Love ; to excite thus to the 


Love and the Practice of Virtue, and to a 


Hatred and Abhorrence of Vice—if, I ſay, 
all or any of theſe be ſure Marks and Criterions 


of Truth, then it is equally ſure that the Truth 


is contained in the above Writings, wherein' 
all thefe Marks avd Criterions are to be found 


united. 


the Contents of theſe wonderful Volumes, and 
eſpecially the more I have endeavoured to live 


according to the heavenly Precepts with which 


they abound, ſo much the more have I been 


ſucceſſively convinced, that we can never be 
enough thankful to the God of unutterable 


Mercy, for having favoured us, in theſe Days 


of Darkneſs, with ſo clear a Light for our 
ſpiritual 'Guidance; whereby, if we continue 


faithful to follow its Direction, we may be 
enabled to detect all the ſubtle Windings of 


Evil and Error, and to diſcover and walk in 


the bleſſed Path, which leadeth to the Regions: 
of eternal Day, agreeable to the Promiſe of 
our divine Lord and Redeemer,  ** He that fol- 

* loweth ME, ſhall not walk in 1 but ſhall 


*+ have the Light of Life.“* 


* John viii. 12. 


In ſhort, the more I have read and nd 
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But convinced, as I am, of the Brightneſs 
and Importance of thoſe Principles of heaven- 
ly Truth, in which we rejoice, and for which 
we have ſo much Cauſe to be thankful, I am 
equally perſuaded, that their fole End and 
Object is to purify, perfect and exalt the cor- 
rupted Principles of human Nature, by leading 
Man to Conjunction with the great Author of 
his Being, and thereby to an ordinate Recep- 
tion of heavenly Life from Him; and that this 
happy End and Object cannot be attained any 


further, than as Man is careful to form his 


whole Life, in its ſeveral Degrees, according 
to the Truth, by the Humility, Simplicity and 
Sincerity of a dutiful Obedience to its pure 
Dictates, in the Ways of Repentance, Re- 
formation, and Regeneration, 


It is not, therefore, any mere Knowledge 


of thoſe Principles, nor even a Delight there- 
in; it- is not any Speculation, or Science, or 
intellectual Perception, howſoever exalted and 
extenſive; {till leſs is it the Faculty of talking, 
writing, or debating learnedly and acutely 
about the Contents of theſe heavenly Volumes, 
which can ſecure to us their above bleſſed End 
and Object. Unleſs the Life be changed, the 
Will renewed, the Affections purified, and the 

Actions 


( 9: » 
Actions made: conformable thereto, by fincere 
Humiliation, Obedience, and renouncing of 
all known Evil, we muſt for ever remain 
Strangers to the genuine and bleſſed Effects, 
which it is the Deſign of all the ms... of 
Baron Swedenborg to produce in us. 

This is the univerſal Teſtimony of the Writ- 
ings themſelves, in which it is again and again 
aſſerted, ' T hat Truths which are deflitute of Good, 
are not really T ruths, becauſe. void of Life, for all 
the Life of Truths is derived from Good: That the 
Knowledges of Truth and Good, _ which are only = : 
the Memory, and not in tie Life, are thought by 
ſome to be Truths, but are not: T hat Truths are not | 
appropriated to Man, or become really his, - by has 
only knowing and acknowledging them from worldly 
and ſelfiſh Cauſes : That Truths which are deſtitute of 
Good, are not accepted of the Lord, neither conduce 
to Salvation: That they who are principled in Truths 
without Good, are not real Members of the Church, | 
neither can they be regenerated. x 1 
This, you well know, is the univerſal Teſ⸗ 
timony of the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
and therefore I ſhall not preſs it any further 

B | at 


* Sec the heavenly Doctrine of the New Jeruſalem, 


N, 22, | Be | | 
| 
| 


( w ) 


at preſent than only to obſerve, that the happy 
End and Deſign of thoſe Writings can only 
be ſecured ſo far as this Teſtimony is well 
attended to and reduced to practiſe in the 
Life. 

If it is not well attended to and reduced to 
practiſe, the unhappy Conſequence muſt needs 
be, that the deluded Reader will become a 
Subject of mote terrible Condemnation than 
if he had for ever remained ignorant of the 
Truth, agreeable to thoſe Words of the Lord, 
« That Servant which knew his Lord's Will, and 
& prepared not himſelf, neither did according to his 
«. Mill, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes.”* In 
this Caſe, howſoever learned he may be in 
Doctrine and Speculation, or whatſoever Know- 
ledge he may retain in his Head concerning 
the Lord, his Kingdom and Operations, his 
Heart will be without Life; and he may be 
fitly compared, in this State, with the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael in the Wilderneſs, dancing round 
the golden Calf, his own corrupt Affections con- 
ſtituting that Calf, and his unpractiſed Princi- 
ples of heavenly Truth and Science, conſtitut- 
* the Gilding thereof. For I will be bold to 
aſſert, 


4 Luke xii. 47. 


„ 


aſſert, there is not a ſingle Truth contained 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, which 
will not adminiſter more or leſs to the gilding of 
this Calf, if it be not received in true Humility 
and ſincere Obedience, and thereby conjoined 
with heavenly Love and Charity, by Purifica- 
tion from all corrupt Affections. 

But on the contrary, if the above Teſtimony 
be well attended to, and reduced to practice, 
it is my full perſuaſion, that in ſuch Caſe, a 
purer and more perfect State of Good may be 
attained by Man, under the preſent Diſpenſa- 
tion of | heavenly Truth, than hath heretofore 
been attained, in any former Period of the 
Church, on Earth; and that for this Reaſon, 
becauſe the State of Good in Man will always 
depend upon. the Order of Truth with which 
it is conjoined ; and as I conceive the Order of 
Truth, contained in the Writings in Queſtion, 
to be of the pureſt and moſt perfect Kind, ſo 1 
have not a Doubt, but that the Good with 
which it is conjoined, will be alſo moſt pure 
and perfect. 

It is on this Account I bave flattered myſelf | 
for ſeveral Years paſt, with the pleaſing Per- 
ſuaſion and Proſpect, that Mankind, under the 
preſent Diſpeuſation of heavenly 'Truths offer- 
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ed to their Acceptance, will be enabled to 
attain unto a Purity, Power, and Peace of 


heavenly Life, hitherto unexperienced, and even 


unconceived. Warned of the Danger of 
reſting in a mere Illumination of the Under- 
ſtanding, and of ſitting ſtill under any imper- 
fect States of Purification and Renovation, the 
Children of this new Diſpenſation will be 
watchful to preſs forward, in the Ways of 


Repentance and Obedience, to the, entire 


Separation of all known Evil, and to the Eſta- 
bliſhment and Regeneration of their Minds 
and Lives in all heavenly Good. Hence they 
will be enlightened to ſee, and empowered to 


| Oppoſe and overcome all the ſubtle infernal 


Influences of Self-love, and the Love of the- 
World, in which the Spirits of ' Darkneſs have 


| their Abode, and by which they operate to 


ſeduce and to deſtroy. Hence too, the Influ- 
ences of an heavenly Love and Charity, will 
be more diſtinctly perceived, and more ſenſi- 
bly felt by them, and in and by thoſe Influen- 
ces a cloſer Conjunction formed, and a freer 
Communication opened with the Lord of 


Heaven, and his holy Angels, for Guidance, 


for Protection and Salvation. Being more 


enlightened than other they will ſee the 
Neceſſity 


( 13 ) 


Neceſſity of a greater Watchfulneſs, a deepen 
Humiliation, and a purer Converſation, having 
learnt to believe that to whomſoever much is given, 
of him will much be required. It may therefore 
reaſonably be expected, that they will be, of 
all other Men, the moſt meek and lowly, the 
moſt patient and contented, the moſt juſt and 
upright, the moſt diligent and active, the moſt 
merciful, kind and compaſſionate, this being 
the genuine Life and Spirit of Heaven, 
wrought and rendered operative in all pure 
Minds, receptive of the Truth of Heaven, 
according to the Degree of. the Purity of that 
Truth which they receive, and the Meaſure of 
Obedience in which it is received, Hereby 
they will be taught a truly Chriſtian Toleration: 
and Forbearance towards all thoſe, who as yet 
ſtand in imperfe&t Diſpenſations of divine 
Knowledge, and knowing that what God ſolely 
reſpects in every one, is Sincerity of Obedi- 
ence to that Degree of Light, which is 
communicated, they will reſpect the ſame, 
and learn to love and reverence the Principle 
of Good in others, as much as in themſelves ; 
always giving this Principle the Preheminence 

| over 
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over every intellectual Attainment whatſoever, 
becauſe; in the Sight of God, it is infinitely 
more precious and more approved. They 
will not, therefore, contend any longer about 
Doctrines and Opinions, Forms and Ceremo- 
nies of Worſhip, or any ſuch external Things; 
neither will they judge others from ſuch 
Things, but, aware that what God requires and 
looks for in all, is a new Heart and a new 
Spirit, they will be anxious only about the 
Renovation and Regeneration of their own. 
Hearts and Lives, that each may love his 
Neighbour better than himſelf, and manifeſt 
his Love by correſponding Works of Uſe and 


Service for the general Good. The ſole Con- 


tention therefore will be, who ſhall be moſt 


humble, moſt charitable, moſt upright in his 


Intentions, moſt ſincere and earneſt in his 
Obedience, moſt watchful over himſelf, moſt 


| attentive to the Good of others, and whilſt each 


is ſtriving that he himſelf may excel in theſe 
Virtues of Heaven, he will defire and pray 
earneſtly that he may be excelled by all others, 
and that his Fellow-Men may be as much or 
more the Favourites of Heaven than he him- 
ſelf. In ſhort, I conceive, and firmly believe, 
that under the preſent Manifeſtation of the 

pure 


CV 7 
pure Doctrine of Truth, with which the World 
is favoured, every ſpiritual, rational and natu- 
ral Power and Principle of the human Mind 
will be highly purified, perfected and exalted, 
through the heavenly Influences of an holy 
Love and Wiſdom from the manifeſted Jzno- 
van, producing its correſponding Image and 
Likeneſs of Righteouſneſs, Truth and Peace, 
in the Earth, to the perfect Fulfillment of that 
figurative Prophecy where it is written. For 
* Braſs I will bring Gold, and for Iron I will bring 
Silver, and for Wood Braſs, and for Stones 
* Tron; I will alſo make thine Officers Peace, and 
* thine Exactors Righteouſneſs. Violence ſhall no 
more be heard in thy Land, Waſting nor Deſtruction 
within thy Borders, but thou ſhalt call thy Walls 
% Salvation, and thy Gates Praiſe.” Iſaiah Ix. 

17, 18. | 

And this bleſſed and heavenly State of Life 
amongſt Men, ariſing from a vital obedient 
Reception of holy and pure Doctrine, I con- 
ceive to conſtitute that glorious New' Churck 
ſpoken of by our enlightened Author, as pre- 
figured under the Character of the Bride the 
Lamb's Wife, and predicted by our Bleſſed Lord 
as about to be eſtabliſhed under his ſecond 


Advent, of which it is declared, that ** the 
« Tabernacle 


- 
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* Tabernacle of God is with Men, and he will dwell 
<< with them, and they ſhall be his People, and God 
„ himſelf ſhall be with them their God; * a Church 


not to be limited by any external Forms or- 


Ceremonies of Worſhip, neither to-be pointed 
out by a Lo here, or Lo there, but univerſal as 
the Reception of heavenly 'Truth and Obedi- 
ence to its Dictates, conſiſting of the upright 
and fincere in Heart amongſt all People, 
Nations and Languages, and forming one Grand 
Body or Kingdom here on Earth, whereof the 
Loxp J=svs CurrsT is the Soul or Head, and 
of which all are living Members, who worſhip 
him in Spirit and in Truth. Wo be to thoſe, 
who would endeavour to confine this bleſſed 
Tabernacle and 'Temple of the Moſt High and 
Holy One, within any Pale of their own 
framing, under ,the deluſive Imagination, that 
any mere Opinion, Speculation, Doctrine, 
Form or Ceremony whatſoever, can of them- 
felves conſtitute that ſpiritual Building, in 


which the Almighty and Eternal Jznovan- 


Jesus you with all. the Bleſſings of bis 
parental Love, and the Powers of his Salva- 
tion! Whereas it muſt be very plain to every 


attentive | 


* Rev, XXl, g. 
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attentive Reader, both of the ſacred Scriptur 25 
and, of the . Writings of Baron Fl tl 
humble, the upright and the obedient, agreea-, 
ble to thoſe Words of the Lord himſelf, « My 
Mother and my. Brethren are theſe, which hear, the 
Word of God, and do it; and in another Place, 
„% My Sheep hear my Voice,” Þ, | where to hear i is 
to obey. 

But methinks 1 hear you = * not then 
this New Church to be didtinguiſhed by any 
particular by orms or Ceremonies of Worſhip? 
Is it to remain Ron an_ internal Was 


Tz SAS 


of a Church, and which be ſhews, to be necel- 
ſary, both to preſerve and manifeſt its Inter- 
nals? Are the Members of this New Churcli 


to continue mixed with the Members of the 


Old Church, in the Ule of their imperfed 
Forms, which are in many Inſtances contrary 
to the Truth? or rather, is it not their Duty, 
and are they not particularly called upon at 


this Time, to ſeparate themſelves from external 
. Communion 


* Luke viii, 22. 


5 John X, 27, 


6 


Communion with all other Societies of pro- 


feſſi ing Chriſtians, that ſo having a purer and 


more perfect Form of Worſhip, they may 


ſerve their God more in the Spirit and Truth 


of Devotion, and may likewiſe by their Ex- 
amples and Preaching be inſtrumental in 
leading others to the Kpowledge of the Truth? 

' Tam well aware that ſuch Queſtions as theſe 
will be aſked, and are already aſked by many ; I 


and as the Anſwer to them is a Matter of much 
Importance, and involves a Subject of nice 
and intricate Diſcrimination, about which the 


wiſh to be more particular in delivering my 


Sentiments upon it, and to deliver them with 
all due Deference to the Sentiments of others, 
but at the ſame Time with that Freedom to 
which every Member of the Church is enti- 


tled; and it is my ſincere Prayer, to be 


directed herein by the real Truth, it being my 


firſt and ruling Deſire, if I know my own 
Heart, to be ſo directed, and to be determined 


accordingly in all Judgment and Opinion on 


every Subject whatſoever: 

There are two Points, it appears to me, 
which ought more eſpecially to be attended to 
in the Deciſion of the above Enquiry, and by 

which 


Minds of many are at this Time divided, 1 
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which every Member of the Church ſhould be 
guided and determined in his Judgment; 1ſt, 
how far a Separation from external Commu- 
nion with other profeſſing Chriſtians is in itſelf 
at this Time reaſonable, expedient, and tend- 
ing to diffuſe the Knowledge of the Truth? 
and 2dly. how far ſuch a Separation is agree- 
able to the Spirit and. Letter of the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg? I ſay at this Time, 
becauſe it muſt be obvious to every one, that 
in all Cafes, what may be very right and 
expedient to be done at one Time, may be very 
wrong and inexpedient at another; and that it 
is a great Part of Wiſdom to know the proper 
Time ſor doing every Thing, as, appears plain 
from numberleſs Inſtances, - but from none 
more than from the Parable of the Wheat and 
Tares ſpoken by our Lord, in which we read 
that the Reapers were urgent for making an 
immediate Separation between them, Wilt thou, 
ſay they, that we go and gather up the Tares? but 
the Lord anſwers, ** Nay, leſt whilſt ye gather up 
** the Tares, ye root up alſo the Wheat with them ; let 
© both grow together until the Harveſt,”* Here is a 
Caſe in Point, by which it manifeſtly appears, 

that 


See Matt, xiii, 28, 29. 30. 
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that Men may be too hafly in doing what 
otherwiſe would be right and proper to be 
done; and that by ſuch intemperate Haſte 
they may do Miſchief where they intended to 
do Good; and that therefore the Dictate of 
Truth and Prudence on all ſuch Occaſions 
teaches to wait patiently for the proper Time, 
in which the Good N be done en the 
Miſchief. | | 

The ſole Queſtion therefore ſeems to -be 
this, Is it now the proper 'Time for the Mem- 
bers of the New Church to ſeparate from 
external Communion with all other profeſſing 
Chriſtians, by adopting a Form of Worſhip 
peculiar to themſelves? And doth it appear 
from Reaſon and from Conſiderations of Ex- 
pediency, as alſo from the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, that it is now the proper Time? 
Suffer me to treſpaſs upon your Patience a 
few Minutes longer, whilſt J endeavour to 
anſwer theſe Queſtions by ſhowing, 1ft. what 
appears to myſelf, and to ſeveral Friends, with 
whom 1 have converſed and correſponded on 
the Subject, reaſonable and expedient herein 
and 2dly. what appears to us to be the Senſe 


and Deciſion of the Writings of Baron Sweden- 


borg on the Subject. 


And 


A 


And iſt. in Regard to what appears to my- 
elf, and to ſeveral of my Friends, reaſonable 
and expedient herein. We take it for granted, 
that in every Congregation of profeſſing Chrif- 
tians, there are ſome who are in the real 
Deſire of eternal Good, and conſequently in 
the Deſire of knowing eternal Truth, of 
Courſe in the Faculty of receiving the ſame, 
provided it be propoſed to them without Pre- 
judice, and in ſuch a Manner as to do as little 
Violence as poſſible to thoſe Appearances of 
Truth, in which they have been principled by 
Education from their early Years. Perſons of 
this Deſcription, we conceive to abound; more 
or leſs, in every - Chriſtian Community, and 
we cannot help regarding all ſuch with an Eye 
of tender Love and Charity, as being 'very 
dear unto their heavenly Father, the Children 
of his Houſe, the Sheep of his Fold, and 
about to conſtitute a Part of his glorious New 
Church and Kingdom, whenſoever their Under- 
ſtandings {hall become enlightened with the 
genuine Truths thereof, We conceive further, 
that it is our Duty, as Men and Chriſtians, 
to aid ſuch to the utmoſt of our Power, by 
leading them to the Knowledge of that Truth, 


which they are ſeeking with the Earneſtneſs of 
a ſincere 
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a ſincere Deſire, agreeable to that Command- 
ment of the Lord to his Diſciples, ** Go rather 
to the loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael,” * and that 
on this Account we are bound by every Obliga- 
tion of Charity, to remove out of their Way 
every Stumbling-Block of Offence, which is 
likely to prejudice their Minds againſt the 
Doctrines which we wiſh them to receive, and 
which they alſo would be glad and thankful 
to receive from us, if fairly, and prudently 
propoſed. But for this. Purpoſe, and. with 
this View, we cannot think it right or reaſon- 
able to ſeparate ourſelves from ſuch Perſons, 
rejecting all their Forms and Ceremonies of Wor- 
{hip as impure and unholy, and eſtabliſhing 
ourſelves into a diſtin& Community in the 
AdoptionaudUſeofotherFormsand Ceremonies. 
We conceive that in ſo doing we ſhall excite in 
their Minds an unneceſſary and inſuperable 
prejudice againſt us and our Doctrines, which 
will operate moſt powerfully to prevent their 
receiving the Truth from us. We ſhall not 
have the ſame Influence to preſs upon them our 
Perſuaſions, whilſt we ſeparate from their Com- 
munion, which we {ſhould have had by 
remaining' in their Communion, It 1s a 
Tenet 


* Matt, x, 6, 
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Tenet of our enlightened Author, that all 


People have ſtrong Prejudices in Favour 
of thoſe religious Principles and Ceremo- 


nies in which they have been educated, 
and that the Lord never breaks but bends ſuch 


religious Principles and Ceremonies,*: and we 


dare not adopt a Rule of acting herein contrary 
to the Lord's, by breaking inſtead of bending. We 
conceive that if we do not obſerve. this Law of 
the Divine Procedure; in Reſpect to weak and 
wandering Brethren, we cannot in any Sort be 
ſaid to fulfill that other Command of going to 

the loft Sheep of the Houſe- of 1jrael ; but rather 


we {hall act in direct Oppoſition to this Com- 
mand by going away from them, whilſt we 


ſeparate ourſelves: from their Community, and 
conſequently them from ours. For it is hardly 


to be ſuppoſed, that they will leave their 
Forms and Ceremonies of Worſhip to come to 


us, any more than we ſhould leave ours, when 
adopted, and go to them. It is on this Account 


we think we are acting according to the Wiſdom 
and Prudence of Charity, whilſt we remain 


Rill in external Communion! with tbe Old 


Church, in the Hope, and with the Deſign, 


of thus Hthering many ſincere and uprigbt 


Ones 


See Arcana Cœleſtia, N. 1992. 
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ones into the Fold of the true Shepherd, wha: 
will gladly receive our Doctrines, if we do not 
reject their Forms, but who will affuredly 
reject both us and our Dodtrines, in Caſe We 
offer any Violence to thoſe Inſtitutions and 
Eftabliſhments which they account moſt holy 
aud ſacred. : 
But we do uot wiſh to reſt this Matter 1 
on our own Judgments : We conceive that we 
are ſupported in theſe our Sentiments by the 
Judgment and Opinion of the honourable 
Author whofe Writings we receive, as I ſhall 
now proceed to ſhow in as few Words as 
poſſible, by laying before you further what 
appears to us to be the Senſe and Deciſion of 
thoſe Writings on this Subject. Ak 
It muſt be confeſſed it is not an ealy Thing 
to diſcoyer from the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, what his real Sentiments were in Regard 
to the Rejection of old Forms of Worſhip, and 


the Adoption of new Ones, He ſpeaks mdeed, 


in many Places, concerning the Neceſſity of 
rejecting the Principles and Perſuaſions of what 
he calls the Old: Church, and points, out the 
great Danger of -mixing theſe with the Prin- 
ciples and Perſuaſions taught. in the New 


Church, and this has been couſidered and con- 
ſtrued 


/ —ö— . ¼²—( _ 4c: 2» 


C% 
Rrued by ſome as implying a Rejection of the 


external Forms of Worſhip of the Old Church, 


though I will challenge any Perſon to produce 
a ſingle Paſſage throughout his various Writings, 
in which it is aſſerted, or even implied, that 
a Rejection of ſuch external Forms at this Time 
is either requiſite or expedient. But although 
there are no Paſſages in the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, which expreſs either the Neceſſity 
or Expediency of adopting at this Time new 
Forms and Ceremonies of Worſhip, under the 
preſent new Diſpenſation, there are ſeveral 
which imply both the Neceſſity and Expedi- 
ency of great Caution and Prudence in 
making ſuch external Changes:“ And there 
is one Paſſage in particular which goes till 
further, in which it is declared in the plaineſt 
and moſt unequivocal Terms, that ſuch exter- 
nal Changes as yet ought not to be made, but that 
the New Church, for wiſe and important Rea- 
ſons therein aſſigned, ought to abide, for Fl 
conſiderable Time at leaſt, in external Com- 
munion with the Old Church. As this 
Paſſage however is little known, and of Con- 


ſequence has been little attended to, being 
D c—.ontained 


9 


See particularly Arc. Cœleſtia. n. 1992. 2180. 
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contained in one of the Author's larger Works, 
which has not yet been tranſlated into Engliſh, 
J think it my Duty to quote it at full Length, 
for your Information and Inſtruction, firſt in 
the original Latin, and next in an Engliſh 
Tranſlation, that ſo you may judge for your- 
ſelves concerning its true Senfe and Import. 
The Paſſage is taken from N. 764. of the 
Work entitled Apocalypſis Explicata, where the 
Author gives an Explication of theſe Words in 
the Revelations, And the Earth helped the Woman. 
After giving the Explication in his uſual Me- 
thod, according to the Doctrine of Correſpon- 
dencies, he makes this Comment on his own 
Words, Hzc ita intelligenda ſunt; in ante- 
e cedentibus dicitur, quod Mulier fugerit in 
Deſertum, ubi habet Locum præparatum a 


Deo, et poſtea quod nacta fit Alas Aquilæ, 


et volaverit in locum ſuum, per que ſigni- 
« ficatum eſt, quod Eccleſia, quæ Nova 
+ Hieroſolyma vocatur, commoratura fit inter 
„ ;llos qui in Doctrina Fidei ſeparatæ ſunt, 


„ dum creſcit in plenum, uſque dum provi- 


« detur inter plures, ſed in ea Eccleſia Draco- 
nes ſunt, qui ſeparant Fidem a bonis 
« Operibus non ſolum Doctrina, ſed etiam 
« Vita, at reliqui in eadem Eccleſia, qui 

vivunt 
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. vivunt Vitam Fidei quz eſt Charitas, non 


Dracones ſunt, tametſi inter illos, nam non 
aliter ſciunt quam quod ex Doctrina fit 
quod Fides producat Fructus, qui ſunt bona 
Opera, et quod Fides quæ juſtificat et ſalvac, 
ſit credere illa quæ in Verbo ſunt et facere 
illa: At Dracones prorſus aliter ſentiunt ; 
ſed quomodo hi ſentiunt non capiunt illi, 
et quia non capiunt, nec recipiunt; ex 
quibus patet, quod Eccleſia ex illis, qui 
non Dracones ſunt, intelligatur per Ter- 
ram, quæ adjuvit Mulierem, et deglutivit 
flumen quod Draco ejecit ex Ore ſuo. 
Quales autem et quam aſtutæ et ſimul 
pernicioſæ Ratiocinationes illorum, qui per 
Draconem intelliguntur, de Separatione 
Fidei a bonis Operibus, et de Conjunctione 
eorum, ſunt, alibi, volente Domino, reve- 
labitur, tum quod illæ Ratiocinationes ſint 
modo apud Antiſtites eruditos, et non notæ, 


quia non intellectæ populo Eccleſiæ, et 


quod inde ſit, quod Nova Eccleſia, quæ 
Sancta Hieroſolyma vocatur, ab his adjuve- 
tur, et quoque creſcat.” Which Words in 


Engliſh may be thus rendered; * Theſe 


6c 


cl 


Things (viz. what be had juſt been ſaying) 
are thus to be underſtood ; it is ſaid above, 
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that the Woman fled into the Wilderneſs, 
where ſhe bath a Place prepared of God, 
and afterwards that ſhe got the Wings of 
an Eagle, and flew to her own Place, by 
which was ſignified, that the Church, 
which is called the New Jeruſalem, is to 
tarry (or abide) for a while amongſt thoſe 
who are in the Doctrine of Faith ſeparate 
(from Charity and good Works), whilſt it 
grows to the full, until proviſion 1s made 
(for its Eſtabliſhment) amongſt greater 
Numbers, but in that Church there are 
Dragons, who ſeparate Faith from goed 
Works not only in Doctrine, but alſo in 
Life, whereas the reſt in the ſame Church, 
who live the Life of Faith, which is 
Charity, are not Dragons, although amongſt 
them; for they know no other than that it 
is agreeable to (or grounded in) Doctrine 
that Faith produceth Fruits, which are 
good Works, and that the Faith, which 


% juſtifies and ſaves, is to believe thoſe 


1e 
cc 
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Things which are in the Word, and to do 
them; whereas the Dragons are altogether 
of another Way of thinking; but what the 
Sentiments of theſe latter are, the former 


do not comprehend, and inaſmuch as they 


6 do 
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do not comprehend, neither do they re- 


ceive: From which Conſiderations it is 
manifeſt, that the Church (conſiſting of or 


formed) from thoſe, who are not Dragons, 


is meant by the Earth which helped the 
Woman, and ſwallowed up the Flood (or 
Stream) which the Dragon caſt forth from 
his Mouth. But what is the Nature and 
Quality of the Reaſonings of thoſe who are 
meant by the Dragon, concerning the 
Separation of Faith from good Works, and 
concerning their Conjunction, and how 
cunning and at the ſame Time pernicious 
thoſe Reaſonings are, will be revealed, the 
Lord willing, in another Place; alſo that 
thoſe Reaſonings have Place only with the 
learned Rulers (or Dignitaries of the Church) 


and are not known to, becauſe not under- 


ſtood by, the People of the Church, and 
that hence it is that the New Church, 
which is called the Holy Jeruſalem, is 
helped by theſe latter, and 1 is alſo encreaſed 
(or grows).“ 


In this Paſſage it is aſſerted in the plaineſt 


and moſt expreſs Terms, that the new Church, 
called the Holy Jeruſalem, is to tarry (or 


abide) for a while (commoratura fit) with the 


Old 
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Old Church, which is in falſe Principles of 


Doctrine, whilſt it grows to the Full, until Proviſion 


is made for its Eſtabliſiment amongſt greater Numbers: 
and the ſolid and weighty: Reaſons aſſigned for 
this Non-Separation are, that the New Church 
may hereby be helped, and alſo be encreaſed (or 
grow) from the Members of the Old Church, 
who are in Good of Life, although in falſe 
Principles of Doctrine. 

Now I would here wiſh to aſk this one ſingle 
Queſtion—Can it with any Degree of Truth 
or Propriety be ſaid, that the New Church 1s 


as yet grown to the full, and that Proviſion hath 


been made for its Eſtabliſhment amongſt greater 
Numbers? Or rather is it not at preſent quite 
in its Infant State, confined comparatively to 
a few, and therefore requiring both Help and 
Increaſe? And if this be the Caſe, is it not 
expedient that it abide, for a while at leaſt, 
with the Old Church, from whence that Help 
and Increaſe, according to the "Teſtimony of 
our enlightened Author, are to come? And 
may it not of Courſe be attended with Danger 
and Miſchief to attempt any Separation before 
ſuch Help and Increaſe are fully afforded, juſt as 
it would be dangerous and miſchievous for the 
natural Birth to be brought forth before the 


full 
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full Time of Geſtation, or for the Child to be 
weaned and taken from the Nurſe or Mother, 
before it arrives at a proper Degree of Strength 
to bear ſuch Separation? 
Far be it from me to put an Interpretation 
upon the Author's Words which they will not 
bear; but I confeſs I cannot fee what other 
Interpretation can poſſibly be put upon the 
above Paſſage, than as implying an abſolute 
Expediency and Neceſſity for the riſing New 
Church to continue in external Communion 
with the Old Church, whilſt it is growing to its 
Fullneſs, as the fit and only Means of its receiv- 
ing all that Help and Increaſe, which are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary both for its Formation, its 
Growth, and its full and final Eſtabliſhment. 
The Advocates therefore for immediate Separa- 
tion, as it appears to me, are reduced to this 
Dilemma, either to ſhow that the Author's 
Interpretation of the Words in the Apocalypſe, 
The Earth helped the Woman, is not grounded in 
Truth and Reaſon, or to ſhow that the New 
Church is at this Time grown to the full, and 
that ſufficient Proviſion has been made for its 
Eſtabliſhment amongſt greater Numbers. But 
as I am perſuaded they will be unwilling to 


admit the former Poſition poſlible, ſo I am 
inclined 
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inclined to think they will be unable to prove 
the latter, ſince to aſſert, that the New Church 
1s at this Time grown to the full, ſeems to me as 
prepoſterous as to aſſert that a Child of a Year 
old is a full-grown Man, or that a Plant is come 
to the Maturity of its Growth, when its tender 
Shoots are but juſt beginning to appear above 
Ground, 

Nor will it be to any purpoſe for the Advo- 
cates for immediate Separation to urge, that 
the Forms of Worſhip uſed in the Old Church 
are, in many Inſtances, expreſſed in Words 
not agreeing with the Truth, or that its 
Miniſters are corrupt, and that there may be 
Danger i in the hearing ſuch Miniſters, and in 
joining in ſuch Worſhip, and that the Con- 
ſcience may be hurt thereby, for our enlightened 
Author muſt needs. have been aware of theſe 
Objections, as being well aware both of the 
Imperfection of the Forms of Worſhip uſed in 


the Old Church, and of the Corruption of 


ſome of its Miniſters, and yet notwithſtanding 
all this we find him aſſerting that the New 
Church is ſtill to tarry for a while with the 
Old, whilſt it is growing to its Fullneſs, and 
gaining the Help and Increaſe neceſſary for its 


Exiſtence and Subſiſtence. 
| | And 


"6: F-. 
And I cannot help being of Opinion, that 


had theſe Reaſonings, grounded on the plain' 


Senſe and Import of the above Paſſage from 
our enlightened Author, been duly attended to 
by thoſe who have been favoured, with the 
Knowledge of the Doctrine of the New Jeru- 
ſalem, they would not have been ſo. haſty, 
either in London, Birmingham, or any other 
Place, to have adopted new Forms and Cere- 
monies of Worſhip, in a total Diſtinction and 
Separation from. every other Community of 
profeſſing Chriſtians in theſe Kingdoms. I do 
not charge them with any ill Intention in what 
they have done; far from it; I believe them 
to have been actuated by a warm Zeal for the 
Truth; but I believe, at the ſame Time, that 
their Zeal hath not been tempered with a right 


Prudence and Moderation of Wiſdom, agree- 


able to the Sentiments of the Author whom 
they hold ſo deſervedly in Veneration. Miſ- 
taking thoſe Paſſages, wherein he ſhows the 
Neceſſity of rejecting the Principles and Per- 
ſuaſions of the Old Church, and fancying 
them to imply a Neceſſity of rejecting all 
external Communion therewith, they haſtily 
determined upon an entire Separation. from 


every Form and Ceremony which was not in 
E exact 
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exact Agreement with their own Ideas, not 


aware that in ſo doing they were acting in 
direct Oppoſition to their Author's Meaning 
and Sentiments, and were endangering: the 
very Exiſtence of that Church which they were 
deſirous to eſtabliſh, by depriving: it of what 
is declared in ſacred Scripture to he its my 
Help and Means of Growth, .' | 

It may poſſibly to ſome of my Readers be 
a further acceptable Confirmation of the above 
Sentiments, to be informed, that the late 
Rev. Mr. Hartley, who was perſonally ac- 
quainted with the Author, and one of his moſt 
intimate Friends, and who tranſhted the 
Treatiſe on Influx, and alſo: wrote the excel - 
tent Preface to the Treatiſe on Heaven and 
Hell, was of the ſame Way of thinking, as 
he declared in ſeveral Letters which he wrote 
to me on the Subject, and which I have ſtill 
by me: And I cannot help being of Opinion, 
that his Authority ought to have great Weight 
(if any Weight be wanting after what has been 
already faid} in determining ſo important a 
Queſtion, and in diſcovering to the World 
what the real Sentiments of Baron Sweden» 
borg were on the Subject, ſince it is hardly 


— to ſuppoſe but Mr. Hartley muſt have 
conſulted 


CE 5: }Þ 


coriſulted with Baron  S——-.0n a Point of 


ſuch Magnitude, : in which the Intereſts of 
the Church were fo eſſentially concerned, and 
of Conſequence muſt ſpeak the Baron's Senti- 
ments together with his own, whilſt he 
declared 'hinifelf, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 


averſe to every Change at preſent in the Ex- 


ternals of Worſhip. | 
Would the Compaſls of this Addreſs nn 


I could here Point out ſome other Dangers to 
be apprebended by the New Church, from a. 
ſudden Separation from external Communion 
with other profeſſing Chriſtiaps, ſuch as par- 


ticularly the Danger of falling into a Seclarian 


Spirit, and thereby deſpiſing or thinking lightly. 
of all others, who are not worſhipping God 


according to certain Forms expreſſed in a pecu- 
liar Language; but I truſt that what hath been 
already ſaid will be ſufficient to convince every 


candid Reader of the Writings of Baron 


Swedenborg, that ſuch Separation is neither 
prudent nor expedient at this time, whilſt the 
Ney Church is in it's preſent Infant State, nor 
yet agreeable to the ſentiments of our enlight - 


ened Author. 5 
IJ am hower er well aware that vin are ſome 


Perſons, in a certain State of the regenerate 
| E 2 a Life, 
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Life, who, it is much to be feared, will remain 
yet unconvinced, and will not be prevailed 
upon to deſiſt from their own Counſels, how- 
ſoever unreaſonable and pernicious they may 
be proved tobe. Such are they who are in the 
firſt State of Regeneration, under the firſt, 
Reception of Truth in the Underſtanding, at 
which time Zeal for the Truth is uſually very 
hery and acrid, being not yet fully united with 
it's proper Good, ſo that they think, and judge 
and act more under the Influence of Truth 
than of Love and Charity. This State of the 
Truth is much treated of in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, and may be ſeen particu- 
cnlarly figured and deſcribed under the Perſon 
of Iſhmael, Abraham's Son, of whom it is 
written, that he ſhould be a wild Aſs Man, his 
Hands upon all, and the Hands of all upon him :* 

Even 


*The Author's Deſcription of a Perſon. in this 


State is full of Inſtrution ; “ Such 2 Man, ſays he, 


„ who hath ſuch a rational Principle, that he is only 
„ in Truth, although in the Truth of Faith, and not 
at the ſame Time in the Good of Charity, is of this 
Sort; he is moroſe, impatient, oppoſite to all 
« others, ſeeing every one as in a falſe Principle, 
« rttantly rebuking, correcting and puniſhing ; he 


is without Pity, neither does he endeavour or apply 


« himſelf 


Even ſo all Perſons in this State, under the 
Impulſe of their fiery Zeal for the Truth, ſet 
themſelves in Battle Array againſt all others who 
do not acquieſce exactly in their Sentiments 
and Opinions, yea, who do not expreſs them- 
ſelves even in their Words and Language, and 
like the Lord's Diſciples of old, who appear 
to have been in a like Spirit, would call down. 
Fire from Heaven to conſume and extirpate 
every religious Opinion, Form, Ceremony 
and Obſervance, however venerable and re- 
ſpectable, which does not ſuit altogether with 
their own Ideas. If they are oppoſed by the 
Prudence of thoſe who from their Age and 
Experience may be ſuppoſed capable of 
directing them aright, they call ſuch Pru- 
dence by ſome ill Name, ſuch as Timidity or 
time-ſerving Artifice, and miſinterpreting 
Diſcretion to be Weakneſs, and ſound Judg- 
ment to be Cunning, they abandon themſelves 
to the Guidance of their own warm Imagina- 
tions without Controul, regarding every one as 
an Enemy or a Deceiver, who would attempt 
| to 
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© himſelf to work upon the Minds and Affections of 
« others, for he regardeth every Thing from a Prin- 
„ ciple of Truth, and Nothing from a Principle of 
% Good, Sec Area na Cœleſtia, N. 1949. 
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to lead them to the Sobriety and Calmneſs of 


cool and deliberate Reflection: And what is 


the moſt unbappy Feature in the Characters of 
Perſons in this State is, they are perhaps tlie 
laſt of all others to be convinced they are 
under the Influence of a wrong Spirit, being 
not at all aware that Zeal for the Truth can 
poſſibly expoſe them to Deluſion, ſo that 
notwithſtanding the Lord's Declaration reſpec- 


ing ſuch Characters, Ye know not what Manner 


F Spirit ye are of, it is with the utmoſt Diffi- 
culty, and not without much Suffering and 
conſequent Humiliation, that they are brought 
to believe that this Declaration doth at all 
reſpect or concern themſelves. 

In drawing the above Character, I truſt 1 
ſhall not be ſuſpected of intending any perſonal 
Application of it whatſoever, this being the 
furtheſt Thing poſſible from my Thoughts: 
I only mean to point out a State in the regene- 
rate Life, which all have alike to paſs through 
who attain the Regeneration, and- in which 
all are alike expoſed to: Danger ; a State there- 
fore which requires the utmoſt Caution with 
all, and in Regard to which, as we cannot be 
too circumſpect ourſelves whilſt we are paſſing 
through it, ſo we cannot do a greater Deed of 
Charity, 


— 
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Charity, when we, have paſſed through it, 
than to excite in others Aber ne chmee 


tion. | 

Nami me Path wy deas Brethren, by Way 
of Concluſion of this Addreſs, to do this chari- 
table Deed, by earneſtly endeavouring to 
caution and guard you againſt the . Influence 
of the above miſguided Spirit both in your- 
ſelves: and others. For this Purpoſe conſider, 
well the Danger to which, you are expoſed, 
whilſt you are thinking and acting under the 
firſt Affection of Truth, before it be well con- 
joined with Charity, by Humiliation, Obedi- 
ence, and combat againſt the evil Propenſities 
of corrupt Nature. Your favourite Author. 
warns you of this Dange? deb vicious Parts of 
his Writings; ſhewing you how Truth is at 
firſt received by all in much Impurity of the 
Affections, and in much Diſorder of the Life, 
and that if the Mind be not very watchful over 
itſelf at this Time, the Evils of ſelfiſn and 
worldly Love, which are not yet removed, 
will mix themſelves | with the Truth, and 
thereby produce greater Miſchiefs than it the 
Truth had never been known. Learn there- 
fore to moderate your firſt Zeal for the Truth, 


by ſuffering the Spirit of Love, Mercy, Cha- 
rity, 
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ity, Humility, and ſincere Obedience to pre- 


vail over it, that ſo it may be guided and di- 
reed aright in all Things, and that you may 
never a& from the Impulſe” of Truth only, 
but of Truth and - Good conjoined in one. 
Judge others, not from their Opinions, but 
from their Practices, not from their Creeds ſo 
much as from their Lives, not from their 
external Forms and Modes of Worſhip, 
ſo much as from the internal Principles 
by which they are influenced therein ; 
and judge them in this Manner, becauſe you 
believe that God ſo judges them, who ever 
reſpects in Man the Tendency of the Will 
alone in Regard to Good, and Sincerity in 
the Purſuit and Practice thereof, and not any 
ſpeculative Doctrines or Opinions ſeparate 
therefrom. | Let it thus be your chief Concern 
and Labour to cheriſh and call forth in all 
the Principle and Life of heavenly Good, 
under a firm Perſuaſion that if Men are in 
the hearty Deſire of ſuch Good, they will 
readily and willingly receive the Truth, but 
if they are not in this Deſire, the Truth will 
not be received by them, or if received would 
but tend to encreaſe their Condemnation. 
Caſt thus the Goſpel Net on the right Side of 
a | +.» 
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the Ship, and you may then hope to catch 
Men, whereas if you do not firſt convince 
them that you are actuated by a real Zeal for 


their eternal Good, more than for any Change 
of Opinions and Forms of Worſhip, you may 
toil all the night and catch Nothing. There is there- 


fore but one Kind of Separation, and but one 
Kind of Change, which I would at preſent re- 
commend to you, and that is a Separation 


from all evil and falſe Principles of Heart 


and Liſe, and a conſequent Change of Nature, 
that ſo by true Regeneration you may be led 
into that heavenly Spirit of ſolid Wiſdom, 


grounded in an univerſal Love of Charity, 


and operative in all Chriſtian Meekneſs, 
Moderation, Gentleneſs, and uſeful Works, 
which is the only Spirit in which you can ever 
hope to find Heaven yourſelves, or to lead 
others thither. Convince the World thus, that 
the Temper and Spirit of the New Church or 
New Jeruſalem, is not a partial, Sectarian, or 
bigotted Temper and Spirit, which excites Hor- 
ror, and from which all wife Men flee away, 
but that it is univerſal, not limited to a Sed, not 
ſervilely attached to Forms and Ceremonies, conſequent- 
ly conciliating and amiable, and ſuch as, like its 
Divine Giver, will draw all Men unto it, Let Man- 
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kind fee by the Order, Harmony, Sobriety, 
Purity and Peace of your Lives, that ye your- 
ſelves have found the Truth, and you may 
then have a good Hope to lead them to ſeek 
it, and to enable them to find it, where you 
have ſought and found it, and will thus take 2 
more probable Method of recommending the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, and making 
Converts to his Doctrines, than if you ſhould 
build an hundred new Places of Worſhip, and 
eſtabliſh therein an hundred new Forms and 
Ceremonies, in every Town in the Kingdom. 
Finally, let me entreat you to believe that 
what has been ſaid in this Addreſs proceeds 
from a cordial Affection towards you, and a 
real Concern for your eternal Intereſts, as well 
as for the general Intereſts of the Truth. Be 
perſuaded that I bear you in my Boſom with 
a tender Care, left in any Thing you ſhould 
either be miſled yourſelves, or miſlead others. If 
I know my own Heart, its continual Prayer 
for you is, that you may become perfect even 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect. But 
with the Love which I bear unto you, I 
confeſs I cannot forget or be indifferent about 
thoſe who have not attained unto your KHow- 
ſedge, and yet are in the Defite thereof. For 
Een them 


them alfo my Heart feels tenderly, accounting 


them my Brethren, to whatſoever Community 


of profeſſing Chriſtians they may belong, and 
whatſoever may be their preſent Doctrines aud 
Opinions, believing them to be the true Sheep 
of the heavenly Fold, and that ſooner or later, 


by Virtue of the Good which they love, and 
of the Truth which they are panting after, 
though as yet they have not found it, they are 
right dear in the Eyes of their God and 
Redeemer, and will finally be brought into the 
bright Light of the New Jeruſalem. - 

May ſuch alſo be dear and precious in our 


Sight! and may it become our joint Labour. 


to extend the Bleſſings of the eternal Truth 
unto all ſuch, by ſubmitting as yet to the Uſe 
of their imperfect Forms of external Worſhip ; 
by accommodating ourſelves to their Weakueſ- 
ſes and tolerating their Prejudices ; by remov- 
ing thus every Offence which may be likely 
to hinder their Reception of the Truth; and 
eſpecially by forming our own Lives according 
to the Spirit of heavenly Order, in all Love, 
Mercy, Charity, Humility and Moderation, 
that ſo ſeeing our good Works, they may be the 


more diſpoſed to believe in and receive our 
Doctrine 
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Doctrine, and may thereby finally with vs 
glorify our common Father which is in Heaven! _ 
Believe this to be the continual Prayer and 
unceaſing Deſire of your affectionate Friend and 
Brother, 111 Alps 1a ork 
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